
Merry Christmas

During this Christmas season,
May Jesus’ love and presence fill you 
to overflowing, as you share in the 
warmth of home, love of family and 
warmth of friends.

Wishing you and your family a most 
holy Christmas and a blessed New Year.

The Catholic Principals’ Council of Ontario

CPCO Christmas Hours

The CPCO office will be closed for the Christmas holidays, 
commencing Monday, December 22, 2008 and will reopen on 
Monday, January 5, 2009.

Voice and e-mail messages sent over the holidays will be 
returned on January 5, 2009.

If immediate legal advice is required, contact STERLON 
Underwriting, Legal Services at 1-888-783-7566.

If assistance is required for CPCO’s Long Term Disability 
Program, contact Johnson Inc. at 1-877-709-5853.

Catholic leaders are also called to be prophetic; 
they are called to foster the growth of genuine 
community around them, in their schools and in 
the communities where their schools reside. Like 
Mary, such prophecy is an authentic bringing of 
the Word only if it is born of joy, joy in our hearts 
and joy in our communities. Prophecy is not 
angry but joyful, and it is part of our mission as 
Catholic leaders to foster joy in community.

This calls us to cultivate an awareness in ourselves 
of God’s great blessings, not a merely intellectual 

“Yes, God is good”, but a daily or weekly practice of revisiting and 
savouring the good things that God has done in us and around us. 
By cultivating in ourselves the ability to notice moments of small 
or great blessings, we become capable of helping others to notice 
them as well, and we anchor in ourselves the joy that can proclaim 
God’s justice, peace and forgiveness to our communities.

The Finding in the Temple

Mary and Joseph must have been beside themselves with worry. 
What a blow it must have been to hear Jesus say to them, as if nothing 
were wrong, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that 
I must be busy with my Father’s work?” Such a remark, even from a 
twelve-year-old, cuts to the heart. But Mary does not respond with 
further words of reproof. Though she did not understand, the Gospel 
of Luke tells us that she “pondered all these things in her heart.”

The heart, in biblical language, is the seat of reflection, the place 
where I stand before God in all truth. God knows the heart of every 
person. Mary reflects on herself in light of these events, observes 
her own confusion and desire to understand, her own limitations 
and her profound love for her Son. It is from this reflection on 

herself before these mysteries in her life that she 
develops the freedom and the courage that will 
allow her to stand before the Cross much later.

Catholic leadership must be grounded in a reflective 
and ever deepening self-knowledge, a humble 
acknowledgement of my limitations and my need 
for God’s gifts, of my desire to serve and of what 
prevents me from genuinely loving my neighbour. 
Over time, I am called to let go of prejudices, to 
admit my lack of understanding and ask for wisdom. 
The more I know myself truthfully before God, the 

more I ponder these things in my heart, the greater will be my freedom 
and courage to support my staff, to bring the best out of my students, 
to stand up and speak truth in situations of conflict. Self-awareness 
and self-reflection are also very simple to cultivate, and can be part of 
the daily routine of prayer and thanksgiving.

Three Virtues of a Genuine Catholic Leadership

Mary leads us in these three moments of her life to acknowledge 
three basic virtues of Catholic leadership: trust in God, prophetic 
joy and growing self-awareness. Developing these virtues takes 
time, and giving ourselves this time in the midst of busy personal 
and professional lives can seem impossible. But it remains true 
that setting aside even the smallest portion of our time to cultivate 
these attitudes in prayer and reflection yields fruit a hundredfold. 
What better time than Advent, when we recall the longing of 
Israel and our own longing for God’s Reign, to begin to foster 
these virtues in ourselves?
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